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EDUCATION AT SAVANNA - A CONTINUOUS COMMITMENT

Mission Statement

The mission statement of Savanna High School is to develop productive members of society who actively pursue the fulfillment of their potential.  Our students will demonstrate competence in academic, personal, occupational and citizenship skills.  We will strive to prepare our students for lifelong learning, working, and contribution to our community, state, nation, and world.

SAVANNA HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM PAPER

CHEMISTRY

My Educational Philosophy

“What is good for the best is good for the rest.” (Unknown)

· I believe education is a partnership between parents, teachers, and students.

· I believe high school students have the ability to think abstractly, behave appropriately, and act responsibly.

· I believe the successes of our students are directly correlated with students being proficient in the following areas: a) critical thinking, b) problem solving, c) adaptation, d) collaboration, e) articulation, f) responsibility, and f) accountability.

· I believe drawing from students’ prior knowledge and experiences is critical in connecting students to rigorous curricula.

· I believe it is my job to deepen the educational experience to allow students to go beyond surface level material (more depth and breadth).

· I believe it is important to deliver relevant and meaningful lessons.   

· I believe it is my duty to be reflective and continually reevaluate my teaching practices.

· I believe it is my responsibility to remain current on educational research and best teaching practices.

Dear Parents and Students,

I would like to take this time to explicitly discuss the instructional goals, expectations, and course descriptions concerning my Chemistry course at Savanna.  
Chemistry in General
Chemistry is considered to be the central science; it encompasses and pertains to the majority of the sciences.  Chemistry is primarily a physical science and incorporates a great deal of mathematical concepts.  Chemistry is also a cumulative science, where the course content builds on itself and holds the student accountable for all information learned throughout the year.  Chemistry requires the student to be able to think critically and problem solve.  To ultimately be successful in chemistry, the student must be able to think abstractly and at a molecular level.  Chemistry can be quite fun, but only if the student is willing to learn the intricacies of matter (and life).  Students will often be in a state of disequilibrium- this means they are learning!

My Instructional Goals

· Students will learn how to think critically and problem solve.

· Students will learn to behave appropriately, act responsibly, and be accountable for their actions.

· Students will learn effective study skills required of entry-level college freshmen.

· Students will learn how chemistry is important to their everyday lives.

· Students will be competent in all areas addressed within the Science Content Standards for chemistry.

· Students will become a community of life-long learners.

My Expectations

· I expect the best of all my students.

· I expect my students to think critically.

· I expect my students to actively listen to classroom discussions.

· I expect my students to behave appropriately, act responsibly, and be accountable for their actions.

· I expect my students to keep their guardians updated on their performance and class assignments.

· I expect my student to respect others.

· I expect my students to earn grades of “C” or higher.

· I expect my students to conceptually understand and perform chemistry.

*My instruction and assessment incorporates all of the California Standards for the Teaching Profession and Science Content Standards for California Public Schools.

Syllabus

COURSE 
A grade of “C” or better in Algebra I (or equivalent) or instructor’s 

PREREQUISITE:  
recommendation is required to take this course.

COURSE 
This is a college preparatory laboratory course, which fulfills both 

DESCRIPTION:
the science graduation and U.C. requirement.

EDUCATIONAL
The following text is used:  Chemistry- Connections to Our

            MATERIALS:

Changing World by LeMay et al.  Corresponding labs and

teacher prepared materials are also used.

COURSE
The following topics will be studied:  methods of science, scientific

OUTLINE: 
measurement, chemical composition, atomic structure, periodicity, chemical formulae, bonding, nomenclature, molecular geometry, chemical reactions and equations, mole concept, stoichiometry, thermochemistry, states of matter, properties of solutions, chemical equilibria, solubility equilibria, acids and bases, redox, electrochemistry, kinetics, thermodynamics, nuclear chemistry, organic chemistry, and biochemistry.

HOMEWORK:
Homework will be given on a regular basis.  Assignments will be based on class discussions and collected weekly.  Late assignments will only be accepted the day following their due date, at one-half the credit.  The primary purpose of homework is to prepare the student for examinations; however, it is also a strong indicator of the effort the student is applying. 

MAKE-UP:
If the student has an excused absence, they will have one day for each day he/she is absent to make up the work for full credit.  Due to the nature of laboratory exercises, the student will have to write a report on an assigned topic to receive credit for each lab missed.  Make-up tests will be different and more challenging.

GRADING:  
Each exam, quiz, lab, and assignment is worth a certain number of points.  The student’s grade is based on the total number of points he/she has obtained during the given time period.  The approximate percentages of points for final evaluation are as follows:


Tests/Quizzes

40%


Homework

15%


Lab/Class work
15%


Journal/Notebook
20%


Projects

10% 

Grading Scale

A→A+ = 100.00%-93.00% of the total points possible (Excellent work- exceeds expectations)

A-
 =   92.99%-90.00% of the total points possible (Great work- meets expectations)

B 
 =   89.99%-80.00% of the total points possible (Good work- meets most expectations)

C→C+ =   79.99%-70.00% of the total points possible (Average work- meets some expectations)

C-
 =   69.99%-65.00% of the total points possible (Needs improvement- mostly inconsistent)

D- 
 =   64.99%-60.00% of the total points possible (Unsatisfactory- does not meet expectations)

F 
 =   59.99%-  0.00% of the total points possible (Unmotivated- no appreciable effort)

Student and Parent Resources!

1) A Homework Club has been recently established where students have the opportunity to be tutored by both teachers and students.  These tutoring sessions are held Monday through Thursday from 6:30 to 7:30 am and 2:40 to 3:40 pm.  In addition, Ms. Johnson (a chemistry teacher) will be available an afternoon session most weeks in room 51.

2) Due to the swift pace at which we traverse through material, it is highly recommended students spend a minimum of five hours per week doing homework practice problems and studying chemistry.

3) You may access your student’s Strand Summaries (unit) from http://www.classreptilia.com/college_prep_chemistry.htm to see what homework they have.  The chapter outlines and chapter homework problems found on this web page are always due at the end of chapter discussions.

4) Parents often times want suggestions as to what they should have their student do to improve their grades.  The best of students follow many of the “ideal” study habits listed below:

a) Read for understanding of material:

· Take notes to clarify ideas;

· Challenge or question the text;

· Stop occasionally to evaluate if the text is understood;

· Reread to revise understanding;

· Predict what will come next (Armbruster et al. 1983; Collins 1994; Flavell 1981; Garner 1987;

Tei and Stewart 1985).

· Look up words in a dictionary when contextual clues do not help

b) Ask questions in class to eliminate confusion

c) Create a network of study-mates

d) Review material before coming to class

e) Review material discussed in class when they get home

f) Rewrite notes

g) Use flashcards

h) Have reliable people read their work

i) Do not leave all studying for the night before the test

j) Actively listen in class

k) Give 100% effort while doing assignments

Assertive Discipline Plan

In order to guarantee your child and all the students in my classroom the excellent learning climate they deserve, I utilize the following disciplinary procedures:

Philosophy:  I believe all students can behave appropriately in my classroom.  I will not tolerate a misbehaving student whose behavior stops me from teaching or interferes with the rights of other students in pursuit of learning.

Class Rules:  




1.   The student is expected to be polite, courteous, and behave in

      

      

      class.  Students will not interfere with the learning environment 


     

      of others.

2. Writing on desks, texts, or any other property is forbidden.  The student will have to repair or replace damaged property.

3.   There is absolutely no eating or drinking in class.




4.   The student will be in his/her seat WHEN THE TARDY 



      

      BELL RINGS.

5. Students are not to copy another student’s work or loan a complete assignment to another student.  Both students will receive a zero grade for the assignment.

6. Students will obey the AUHSD Laboratory Safety Rules and must pass a safety 

test.  If a student does not choose to follow these rules, he/she may be dropped   from the course.




7.   Class participation is expected.

8. If the student does not follow the above information, a one-hour detention will be assigned.  The detention will be served in detention hall after school on the day it was assigned or before school the next school day.

If a Student Chooses to Break a Rule:


1st consequence:   60 minute detention

Failure to serve detention:  Referral to assistant principal, home contact, Saturday

       work detail


Severe Infraction:  Referral to assistant principal (to be handled according to 



      discipline guide)
Students Who Choose to Follow the Rules Will Earn:


1.  Specific awards as determined by the teacher


2.  Teacher and administration recognition


3.  Satisfaction of learning

My Commitment

I, Mr. Michelotti, am committed to my students’ success by …

5) being available for extra help…

a) after school.

b) before school at 7:30 am everyday.

c) at ramichelotti@hotmail.com for those most urgent questions in the evening and/or on the weekends.

6) providing a curriculum adherent to the Science Content Standards for California Public Schools.

7) practicing the California Standards for the Teaching Profession:

a) Engaging and supporting all students in learning,

b) Creating and maintaining effective environments for student learning,

c) Understanding and organizing subject matter for student learning,

d) Planning instruction and designing learning experiences for all students,

e) Assessing student learning, and

f) Developing as a professional educator.

8) being dedicated to teaching and learning.  I maintain high expectations to set my students up for success later in life.  I believe in empowering students and holding them accountable for their actions.  The times are changing, problems are becoming more complex, and because of this I am determined to pass students who are problem solvers.
All I ask of you is to support your child’s progress and good study habits.  I have attached a rubric developed by Jamin Lynch and Susan Barba named “I EARN the Grade I Get Because…”  Please work through it with your child, so you both are aware of what is expected of an “A” and “B” student.  This rubric is to be returned to your child to serve as a reminder to what behaviors will make him/her successful.  Remember, the success of our students depends on us working together. 

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me at ramichelotti@hotmail.com or through the main office at 220-4262.  It is much easier respond to your questions via E-mail, however I will return your call within 24 hours.









Mr. Ron Michelotti,









Chemistry Teacher

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I HAVE READ AND DISCUSSED THE CURRICULUM PAPER AND “I EARN the Grade I Get Because…” RUBRIC WITH MY CHILD.  IF YOU NEED TO CONSULT ME REGARDING MY CHILD, PLEASE CALL _________________ DAYTIME AND _________________ EVENINGS OR E-MAIL ME AT ________________________________.

PARENT/ GUARDIAN SIGNATURE_________________________________DATE________

STUDENT SIGNATURE___________________________________________DATE________

STUDENT NAME (please print)___________________________________________________

